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APRIL 2026     INDIA - PCB INDUSTRY NEWS 
 

India’s Electronics Clusters: The New “Silicon Corridors” 
The Indian electronics landscape is anchored by massive state-backed clusters: 

Uttar Pradesh (Noida & Greater Noida): The “Mobile Capital of India,” accounting for nearly 60% of 

India’s smartphone production. Demand here is focused on HDI PCBs for mobile sub-assemblies. 

Karnataka (Bengaluru & Tumkuru): The R&D and semiconductor heartland. This region drives the 

demand for high-speed Multilayer PCBs for AI servers and 5G standalone cores. 

Tamil Nadu (Chennai & Hosur): The “Detroit of Asia,” leading in EV manufacturing and high-end EMS. 

Significant investments in Metal Core PCBs (MCPCB) for battery management (BMS) are centred 

here. 

Gujarat (Dholera): The emerging base for India’s Semiconductor Mission (ISM 2.0), focusing on chip 

packaging and advanced substrates. 

Technical Benchmarks for the Indian Market 2026 
To align with the FAME-III and PLI 2.0 standards, PCB fabrication must meet: 

➢ 5G Standalone Infrastructure: India’s migration to 5G SA requires antenna boards with blind 

and buried vias and high-layer counts (up to 32 layers) to support high data throughput. 

➢ EV Value Addition: Under the 2026 rules, EV manufacturers require 70% domestic value 

addition in BMS. This creates a massive demand for high-reliability Heavy Copper PCBs. 

➢ Miniaturization for Wearables: With India leading in global mobile commerce, there is a surge 

in demand for Flexible PCBs for smartwatches and medical IoT. 
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Rare earths, PCBs among 40 sub-sectors on FDI fast track 
As per the updated standard operating procedure (SOP) for processing FDI applications, the 

government has also rolled out reporting guidelines for investments in India from a company having 

any direct or indirect ownership by a citizen or an entity of a country sharing a land border with India. 

India has identified rare earth magnets and printed circuit boards 

among 40 sub-sectors for expedited clearance within 60 days of 

foreign direct investment (FDI) proposals from China and other 

countries sharing land borders with the country. 

As per the updated standard operating procedure (SOP) for 

processing FDI applications, the government has also rolled out reporting guidelines for investments 

in India from a company having any direct or indirect ownership by a citizen or an entity of a country 

sharing a land border with India. 

Read more at: https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/ 

India turns the tables on China: The great supply chain flip begins 
India's electronics sector is transforming. For years, the country assembled products using imported 

parts. Now, Indian companies are exporting electronic components, even to China. This marks a 

significant shift from just assembly to deeper manufacturing involvement. This change is driven by 

government policies and global manufacturers. 

India’s electronics story may finally be turning a corner. 

For years, the country assembled finished products at 

scale while relying heavily on imported components, 

largely from China. That imbalance is now beginning to 

shift in a way few had anticipated. A surge in exports of 

electronic components from India to China points to 

the early stages of a structural reversal. What was 

once a one-way supply chain -- from China to India -- 

has started turning into a two-way street. 

Read more at: https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/ 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/
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India following diversified strategy to boost exports to China, cut 
import dependence: Official 
India is pursuing a multi-pronged approach to boost its exports to China. The nation is focusing on 
building its own industrial capabilities and reducing reliance on Chinese imports. This strategy aims 
to create resilient supply chains and enhance India's export capacity. 

New Delhi, India is following a diversified strategy to boost exports to China by strengthening 
domestic capacities while reducing import dependence through diversification of its supplier base, 
as complete decoupling from Beijing is difficult since Chinese inputs support the country's industrial 
growth, a senior official said. 

The senior government official added that India primarily imports raw materials, intermediate and 
capital goods, such as auto components, electronic parts and assemblies, mobile phone 
components, machinery and related parts, and active pharmaceutical ingredients, which are used to 
produce finished goods for export and support domestic manufacturing. 

"Whatever China is supplying is the backbone of India's production. Some consumer durables are 
also coming but are less in numbers," the official said. 

India's exports to China rose about 37 per cent to USD 19.47 billion in 2025-26 from USD 14.25 
billion in 2024-25. The exports stood at USD 0.71 billion in 1997-98. 

On the other hand, imports from Beijing increased 16 per cent to USD 131.63 billion in 2025-26 from 
USD 113.44 billion in 2024-25. The trade deficit has risen from USD 99.2 billion in 2024-25 to USD 
112.6 billion in 2025-26. Imports were just USD 1.11 billion in 1997-98. 

The main export sectors where India has recorded health growth in exports during the last fiscal year 
include printed circuit boards, electrical appliances, telephone systems, shrimp, aluminium ingots, 
black tiger shrimp, vessels, and certain Agri commodities. 

However, there is a need to further widen the export basket to increase India's share in China's 
imports. 

The import surge is in electronics, electrical machinery, pharmaceuticals ingredients, APIs, auto 
parts, telecom instruments, industrial machinery, computer hardware peripherals, organic 
chemicals, accumulator and batteries, plastic raw materials, residual chemicals, and bulk drugs. 

"These all goods are ultimately going into our industrial process, as we are industrialising, imports 
will increase naturally," the official added. 

Read more at: https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/ 
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Electronics exports catching up with oil products, shows govt data 
India's electronics exports surge on smartphone demand, narrowing the gap with oil shipments to a 
record low and reshaping the country's export mix. 

Exports of electronics from India are running those of oil products close, with the gap between the 
two reducing to a record low of $5.9 billion in 2025-26. 

 Four years ago, it was $73.9 billion. 

 According to an analysis of the latest commerce-ministry data, electronics exports (ranked third 
among the top 20 commodity exports from India) in FY26 hit a new high, partly owing to a huge push 
in smartphone shipments to the United States (US) and because of the fillip from the government’s 
Electronic Component Manufacturing Scheme. 

Read more at: https://www.business-standard.com/industry/news/ 

Iran war disrupts the circuit board supply chain, raises costs for tech 
firms 

Global electronics face rising costs as Middle East conflict disrupts key material supplies. Printed 
circuit board prices have surged, impacting everything from smartphones to AI servers. 
Manufacturers are scrambling for components, anticipating further price hikes due to strong demand 
and limited availability. 

The conflict in the Middle East has disrupted supplies of 
crucial raw materials and pushed up prices of the printed 
circuit boards (PCB) used in almost all electronic devices, 
from smartphones and computers to AI servers, industry 
sources and executives said. 

The disruption is a fresh blow to electronics ⁠manufacturers, 
which are ⁠already grappling with soaring memory chip costs 
and highlights the broadening impact of the Iran war that has 

wreaked havoc on supply chains, plastics, and oil supplies. Iran struck Saudi Arabia's Jubail 
petrochemical complex in early April, forcing a halt in production of high-purity polyphenylene ether 
(PPE) resin - a critical base material used to manufacture PCB laminates. 

SABIC, which accounts for approximately 70% of the world's high-purity PPE supply and operates in 
the Jubail complex on the Gulf coast, has been unable to resume output, severely tightening the 
availability of the material worldwide, according to one source. Shipping in and out of the Gulf ⁠has 
also been severely disrupted by the war. 

PCB prices have been climbing since late last year, driven by a growing appetite for AI servers. 
Demand has been accelerating sharply since March as manufacturers scramble to secure raw 
material ⁠supplies and soften the impact of skyrocketing costs, three industry sources told Reuters. 
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In April alone, PCB prices surged as much as 40% from March, Goldman Sachs analysts said in a 

recent note. Cloud service providers are willing to accept further increases as they expect demand 

will outstrip supplies over the coming years, they added. 

The global PCB industry is projected to increase by 12.5% to reach $95.8 billion in 2026, according 

to a recent report from Prismark. 

Read more at: https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/tech/technology/iran-war-disrupts-

the-circuit-board-supply-chain-raises-costs-for-tech-firms 

 

Anti-Dumping Duty Amended for Aluminium Products 

The scope of anti-dumping duty on certain flat rolled aluminium products has been revised to 

exclude lithograde aluminium coils above a specified width. This change follows updated findings 

and formalizes the removal of these products from the duty’s coverage. As a result, imports of such 

coils will no longer attract anti-dumping duty, while the levy continues to apply to other covered 

aluminium products. 

Ministry of Finance, Department of Revenue | CG-DL-E-17042026-271887 | 17 April 2026 

Read more at: https://egazette.gov.in/WriteReadData/2026/271887.pdf  

 

Clarification on Duty Drawback for SEZ to DTA Goods 

It has been clarified that goods cleared from SEZs to the domestic tariff area (DTA) on payment of 

duties and subsequently re-exported will be treated as imported goods for the purpose of duty 

drawback under Section 74 of the Customs Act. This addresses inconsistent practices and confirms 

that such cases are eligible for drawback, subject to prescribed conditions. 

Ministry of Finance, Department of Revenue, Central Board of Indirect Taxes & Customs, 

Drawback Division | Instruction No. 06/2026-Customs | 27 April 2026 

Read more at: https://worldtradescanner.com/cs-ins-06-2026.pdf  

 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/tech/technology/iran-war-disrupts-the-circuit-board-supply-chain-raises-costs-for-tech-firms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/tech/technology/iran-war-disrupts-the-circuit-board-supply-chain-raises-costs-for-tech-firms
https://egazette.gov.in/WriteReadData/2026/271887.pdf
https://worldtradescanner.com/cs-ins-06-2026.pdf
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AN EXPO FOR THE GROWTH OF INDIAN ELECTRONICS INDUSTRY 

 
With immense pride and boundless excitement, I, as the President 
of the Indian Printed Circuit Association, extend a warm invitation 
to the 18th edition of IPCA Electronics Expo India 2026—an 
extraordinary event set to illuminate the future of the PCB and 
electronics industry from August 5th to 7th at the iconic Bharat 
Mandapam, Hall No. 14, Pragati Maidan, New Delhi. 
 
This is more than an expo—it is a defining movement, a catalyst 
placing India firmly on the global map of innovation, technology, 
and excellence.                                                                                                             Rajneesh Garg   
                                                                                    President, IPCA  
 
To the visionary leaders driving progress across Indian and international industries: this is your 
moment to chart the future. Showcase revolutionary solutions, build transformative 
partnerships, and gain front-row insight into the megatrends shaping the world of tomorrow. 
Don’t just participate, lead. 
 
To global investors and innovators: discover India’s unparalleled potential. Powered by the 
ambitious ‘Make in India’ initiative and a supportive government fostering ingenuity and 
growth, your investments here represent not uncertainty, but unstoppable opportunity. Join 
the manufacturing renaissance that is transforming India into a global powerhouse of 
technology. 
 
To our vibrant community of SMEs: this expo is your launchpad. Connect with influential 
decision-makers, discover strategic collaborations, and propel your enterprise to new 
heights. Let this be your turning point toward greatness. 
 
To the professionals, manufacturers, suppliers, and trailblazers who define our industry: the 
IPCA Electronics Expo India 2026 is your platform for advancement, knowledge, and 
inspiration. Engage with cutting-edge ideas, network with thought leaders, and return 
empowered to lead innovation in your domain. 
 
Seize this moment and be part of a defining chapter in India’s technological evolution. 

Together, we will shape the future, foster prosperity, and celebrate the spirit of fearless 

innovation. The journey begins here—at the IPCA Electronics Expo India 2026. 
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International Events 

 

JPCA Show 2026,  

10-12 June 2026 

The Tokyo Big Sight convention center in Tokyo, Japan. 

 

THECA SHOW 2026 

26-28 August 2026 

BITEC EH 98-99, Bangkok Thailand 

 

KPCA SHOW 2026 

9-11 September 2026 

Songdo Convensia Convention Center, Incheon, South Korea 

 

TPCA SHOW 2026 

Oct 20 - Oct 22, 2026 

Taipei Nangang Exhibition Center, Taipei, Taiwan 

 

CPCA SHOW PLUS 

October 28 – 30, 2026 

Shenzhen World Exhibition & Convention Center 

 

HKPCA SHOW 2026 

2-4 Dec 2026 

Shenzhen World Exhibition & Convention Center (Bao'an) 

 

Domestic Events 

 

IPCA Electronics Expo India 2026 

August 5th to 7th at Bharat Mandapam, 

Hall No. 14, Pragati Maidan, New Delhi 
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